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Le Peuple Japonais. Le Vieux Japon — Le Japon Moderne — Le Japon 
Actuel. Par Jules Arnoux. 510 pp. Marcel Riviere et Cie, Paris, 1912. 
Fr. 5. 7K x 5. 

The theme here is the change which Japan has been undergoing, but the 
author does not regard it as a distinctively modern phenomenon associated with 
enforced contact with the Occident. He finds it in progress in far more remote 
periods, in distant ages he finds Japanese impermanence in striking contrast 
with the age-long immobility of China and of Asia in general. In explication 
of his theme he cites the saying of the Japanese immediately after the late 
war: "When we were artists and philosophers you treated us as savages; we 
had to win the battle of Mukden and slay a hundred thousand Russians to show 
the world that we are civilized." It is a bitter arraignment, part specious, 
part real. Elsewhere he quotes the speech of a young Chinese at the Congress 
of Lucerne in 1906: 

"We were a peaceful people, what have you made of us? Not only do you 
force us to defend ourselves, you are making us as savage as yourselves." 

Such an attitude can lead to no good results in the history of race develop- 
ment, for the sting of epigram lies in the impossibility of confuting its half 
truths. The study of modern Japan is to be conducted with full recognition of 
the new burdens which it has assumed, of the new relations upon which it has 
entered. There cannot be adduced, in this work there is not adduced, any 
evidence that any iontest for the hegemony of Asia is predestined to engage 
China and Japan in a monster struggle ; still less is there evidence that Japan 
will advance to imperial aggrandizement upon the Pacific at the expense of 
Europe and the United States. We no longer have to deal with the Japan of 
the tea gardens and the cherry blossom festivals, but on the other hand, we see 
no reason to regard with suspicion a small and experimental nation. The 
author seems far too alarmist. William Churchill. 

Ruins of Desert Cathay. Personal Narrative of Explorations in Central 
Asia and Westernmost China. By M. Aurel Stein. Vol. I, xxxviii and 546 pp. 
Vol. 2, xxi and 517 pp. Maps,* ills. Macmillan & Co., Ltd., London, 1912. 
$12.50 for 2 vols. 9^ x 7, each. 

The two portly volumes of this record of exploration in the deserts of inner 
Asia are so crowded with material that a synoptical syllabus may be found of 
value. First we delimit the geography covered in these years of difficult wander- 
ing. Dr. Stein, already fitted for such service by earlier familiarity with the 
conditions to be met with on the arid side of the Himalayas and with a close 
examination of Khotan to his credit, left India by the northwest gate through 
the Swat valley and reached Kashgar by way of the Afghan Wakhan. Thence 
bending his way eastward, he threaded the Lop-nor with excursions into the 
desert of Gobi, passed through the New Dominion of Chinese Turkestan, reached 
An-hsi and the Great Wall and entered the Chinese Empire from the west, 
made a reconnaissance of the mountain chains of Nan-Shan, and re-entered 
India by way of Ladakh. 

Not till the very end of these brilliant journeys did the glaciers of the 
Nan-Shan exact the toll of frozen toes which must be paid by those who would 
conquer the realms of everlasting ice. He had able assistance of that wonder- 
ful corps of Indians who have become well-trained geographers in the trig- 
onometrical survey, whose headquarters are at Dehra-Dun, but whose pundits 
in all sorts of disguises have threaded the recesses of Central Asia. The 
record of the exploration is, therefore, supported by a series of excellent maps 
in which theodolite and plane table have carried the determination of position 
sheer across the greatest width of India. 

The contribution to physical geography is two-fold, mountain and desert. 
In the former Dr. Stein is at his best. We are made to feel that mountain 
climbing is to him a joy, his description of alp and glacier is precise and 
enthusiastic. All the more is our pity that the ice nipped him before letting 
him go. In the desert, in Lop-nor and Gobi, in the struggling oases, he has 

* Copies of these maps listed under "Central Asia" in Bull., Vol. 43, 1911, p. 392. 



